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Customers say goodbye to Valdez bar once favored by Capt. Hazelwood
Anchorage Daily News (AK) - Saturday, February 28, 2009
ValdezStar.net

Club Valdez, which weathered pipeline-era brawls and where Capt. Joe Hazelwood had his last
drink before getting back on the doomed Exxon Valdez supertanker, has been evicted from its
waterfront home.
The bar was evicted from the grounds by a court order issued Feb. 12 granting building owner
Hoon Cho possession of the premises.
Memories have been made -- and lost -- inside the wood-paneled walls that were decorated with
NASCAR pennants, maps and neon beer signs. A single bullet hole near the doorway tells of a
hustler gunfight during the pipeline days, back when the bar advertised for a bouncer in national
newspapers.
"There's a lot of history here," said Bryan Fritts, a Club Bar patron for 18 years. "It really is a
bummer for Valdez."
"Everything about this bar makes me smile," said Kate Goudreau, a homegrown patron. "There's
something about it being down here. ... It won't be the same."
Club Valdez owner Roberta Swenson Steele is planning to move the bar out to the old Acres Bar
location on the corner of Loop Road and Richardson Highway within the next month.
"It's still going to look the same, just looking at another mountain range," she said. "It'll be closer
to the old Valdez town site than before."
Some old-timers did not want to come out to see the end of the establishment.
And some came to have their last communion on a bar stool.
Old-timer and old-towner Darwin Barrie said he went out on Saturday to have one last drink.
"We're going to miss the old landmark," he said. "It had a beautiful view and a million-dollar
location."
Barrie briefly explained the history of the Club Bar that the Parker family started in Old Town
as a restaurant and bar.

"After the earthquake happened, they moved the bar over to their garage, and in their living
room they had a little restaurant," he said. They eventually moved it over to the waterfront in the
late '60s -- the location it had until last weekend.
To many the bar was a community-gathering place.
"Not everybody goes in there to drink," Moore said, adding that he played cribbage, dominos
and pinochle there regularly.
"It was the first place to stop for a phone call, cup of coffee and a drink," Moore said, including
that many fishermen, tourists and villagers would stop by the bar. "It was always a meeting place
to get the news and what's going on."
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Model of Old Valdez at the Valdez Museum.
Club Valdez is on the left side of the street, red sign.

